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Numerous Paleoindian kill sites (places where animals are killed and butchered) and campsites have been 
found in southeastern New Mexico. Most are along the Llano Estacado and the Guadalupe Mountains. The 
Clovis (Blackwater Draw Locality 1) and Milnesand sites north, west, and south of Portales near the Llano 
Estacado; Burnet Cave west of Carlsbad and the Lusk Ranch site northeast of Carlsbad; and Hermit’s Cave 
in the Guadalupe Mountains are but a few of the better-known examples of Paleoindian sites.
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Archaic-age sites have been found in many of the same places that Paleoindian sites have 
been found. For example, Archaic-age deposits representing kill sites and camps have 
been found near water sources on the plains (Blackwater Draw, Rattlesnake Draw), along 
the Pecos River (sites in the vicinity of Brantley and Avalon reservoirs), near the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Project (WIPP) site near Carlsbad, and from dry cave sites in the 
Guadalupe Mountains.


Notable Eastern Jornada Mogollon sites and clusters of sites in southeastern 
New Mexico include the Bloom Mound and Henderson sites on the Rio 
Hondo west of Roswell, the Mescalero Sands District sites east of Roswell, the 
Red Tank site east of Roswell, various components of the Monument Springs 
site south of Hobbs, and the upper level of Hermit’s Cave west of Carlsbad.




The Garnsey site southeast of Roswell, a location 
where bison were killed on many different occasions 
between around A.D.1450 and A.D.1600, is one of 
the notable protohistoric sites in the region.
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